
 

 

September 21, 2023 

 

Debra Haaland, Secretary of the Interior 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

exsec@ios.doi.gov 

 

Tracy Stone-Manning, Director 

Bureau of Land Management 

1849 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

TStoneManning@blm.gov 

 

Nada Wolff Culver 

Deputy Director of Policy and Programs 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

nculver@blm.org 

 

Brian St. George 

Assistant Director, Office of Resources and 

Planning (Acting) 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

bstgeorg@blm.gov 

 

Thomas Heinlein 

Assistant Director, Office of National 

Conservation Lands and Community 

Partnerships 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

theinlei@blm.gov 

 

Raymond Suazo 

Arizona State Director 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

blm_az_state_director@blm.gov 

 

Doug Vilsack 

Colorado State Director 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

blm_co_statedirector@blm.gov 

 

Melanie Barnes 

New Mexico State Director 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

blm_nm_statedirector@blm.gov 

 

Barry Bushue 

Oregon/Washington State Director 

U.D. Bureau of Land Management 

blm_or_so_land_office_mail@blm.gov 

 

Greg Sheehan 

Utah State Director 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 

blm_ut_statedirector@blm.gov 

 

 

 

Dear Secretary Haaland and Director Stone-Manning, 

 

We are writing to you today to request a meeting regarding a rulemaking petition submitted to 

the U.S. Bureau of Land Management three years ago. The petition, which is attached to this 

email, requests that the BLM cease using categorical exclusions to permit commercial honeybee 

apiaries on BLM lands, and instead issue a policy directive stating that requests for the 

placement of these apiaries be accompanied by an Environmental Impact Statement, or at a 

minimum, a comprehensive Environmental Assessment. 
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The BLM routinely receives requests from commercial beekeepers to place apiaries on BLM 

lands. While at one time, such placements may have been considered benign, we now know that 

the placement of large numbers of honeybees imposes a major threat on native bees. Native bees 

across the U.S. are experiencing significant declines, with about 25% of all native bee species 

known to be facing some degree of extinction risk. Honeybees are a non-native species that can 

transmit disease to native bees and also outcompete them for floral resources. The BLM has 

permitted hundreds of millions of honeybees to utilize its lands without completing any 

meaningful analysis on their impacts to native bees despite the fact that BLM lands provide vital 

refuge for thousands of species of native bees. This petition asks that the practice of granting 

categorical exclusions to apiaries end, and that the BLM complete meaningful analysis on the 

potentially significant impacts of placing honeybee apiaries on its lands. 

 

We recognize that the petition was submitted under a previous administration and may have 

fallen off the radar of BLM officials in the three years that it was submitted. However, in the 

years that the petition has languished, native pollinators have continued to decline. Today, the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has before it petitions to list six bee species and the American 

public is eagerly awaiting its decision on listing the monarch butterfly, due in 2024. The BLM 

has in its power the ability to improve conditions for native pollinators, and this petition offers a 

meaningful opportunity to do so.  

 

For this reason, we request a meeting to discuss this petition, answer any questions you might 

have regarding the petition, provide updates on the strengthening science around apiary harms, 

and discuss a timeline for the BLM to respond to the petition.   

 

We look forward to hearing back from you regarding this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

      

Mary O’Brien, PhD 

Director 

Project Eleven Hundred 

maryobrien10@gmail.com 

HC 64 Box 2604 

Castle Valley, UT 84532 

541.556-8801 

www.projectelevenhundred.org   

 

Lori Ann Burd 

Environmental Health Director and Senior Attorney 

Center for Biological Diversity 

laburd@biologicaldiversity.org 

 

Tony Frates 

Conservation Co-chair 

Utah Native Plant Society 
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unps@unps.org 

 

Rich Hatfield 

Senior Conservation Biologist, Endangered Species Program 

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 

Rich.hatfield@xerces.org 


